Adaptive equipment:.
This article describes a quality assurance study of patient utilization of adaptive equipment. A major component of occupational therapy practice has been the prescription of equipment to increase independent living. However, little information exists in the literature regarding patients use of equipment. The researchers found an unexpected high rate (85%) of utilization. Reasons for non-utilization are described. Caution is needed in interpreting the results as non-responders (22%) may have been primarily non-users. Based on the findings, the authors suggest establishing a system to retrieve items needed for a short time and individualizing the process of issuing equipment based on environmental and personal needs as opposed to the standard protocol based on a diagnosis.